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Thi disteic t of Bhandara is in the extreme north-eastern part of the Maharashtra state. It lies between e Major Irrigation Project
the rceth letitudes 207 38" and 21°938° and east longitudes 79227 and 80942’ and covers 3,02 per cent of Mirior IFrigation Project
the total 2ea ol Maharashtra. The district is known as the rice bowl of Maharashtra and isalso renowned
for its mineral resources r" —— Canal

The Palaeolithic culture seems to have developed here, along thie Wainganga valley In ancient : ] - Zay : \ - ] 4 . e | « o Well Tube-wel|
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Fuledd by the Satavahanas. the Vakatas, the Chalukyas and the Rashtrakutas for a long period of time { . # - W‘w ! o [ ) : g _._,‘, i) % y Bkl y < Z < . - X . . “

During the medaeval period. Vidarbha was governed by the Muslim ruliersand Gond kings were the ruler { / T o 5 b & I 4 : 2 Mﬂ‘ T, j * ] ! JafTion, 9« - S Y b A8 .

of Bhanaars 1 laties peosed under the rule of the Marathas and Raghwiji Bhosle was mainly responsible = - 2t - ; a e : = ; W A j IR 2 R ; ” 1o 1 ; [ ; g ) =5 =5 X " WS o & Ry 4

for the prosperity of this region. In 1854, the area was annexed to thie British terntory and Bhandara =5 V4 '-: J : : : S0y - T 3 : N idalpa TR o T N § & { ¥ h & ; T Ser = i ) i A d "oy, 102 ¥

remained asa part of the Central Provinces tll 1956 ttwas transferred two the state of Bombay in 1956 and _ﬁ-’ I ' & J : > 2 N = e ; o 9 Area Unirrigated
hucame 4 part of the state of Maharashtra in 1960, Cuirently, there aire 14 talukas in the district. \ "\ . 3 BHAN DAR 8" o, : ¥ g Area

Physiographically, the district as a whole is rolling and open with higiher elevations to the NW and the o S ' Ren g st
gast The Ambagad hill range in the NW.represents cliffy precipiceson the southern side Gaikhuri range SR Shahapur - ‘e %

I the centrl pants runs as # series of double ridges with longitudinal depression in between. in the SE, nNagpY = :!R S Wadega

Nawegann, Palasgann and Pratapgad hills are part of an undulating plateau with residual rounded hills, = \\_4“}— Bela < M2 g |

fise b the Biphiest elevations within the district The low lands lie mainly along the valleys of the river 0 ‘ 3 - 8‘ Area [rFigated
Wainganga and its major tributaries, Bagh Chulband and Bawanthart. which also form the main ok 5P 7 = :

drinage system of the district. There are innumerable numberof tanks of various sizes scattered all over < =

the district and Bhandara is often called ‘the lake district” of Maharashtra. o - g 1k

Mainr partol the district is underlain by crystalline rocks of Pre-Cambrian age. The Sakoli formations D N Z
arranged in a triangular pattern, cover the southern part of the district, while the rocks of the Sausar r-i;'.‘? : o
serles oceur in the NW. A small partin SWis covered by the rocks of the Gondwana age and alluvium of M :g,}éy—' i x . & A s
Recent age is found along the river valleys, The minemls of economic importance are manganese, e o b
chromite. kyanitesillimanite, corundum, iron ore, gold. . & % __Lakhﬂ_ﬂ = — “‘m._’_tig'k"’

Climaticatly, the district experiences hot summer, well distributed rainfall during SW monsaon and s e = H&' Vet - f‘ - == - = GROUND WATER HYDROLOGY
dry weather condition for the restof the year December and January are the coldest months and May is . ucnr_hﬁ!é B N = G (o . m— . = = = R -+ Direction of groundwater flow
the hottest, OF fhe total geographical area of the district, about 24.59%% area is under forest. The most Mm a8 La;ﬁ < - Prpafgfa‘on [ 7 | ° N | spri
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valuable species is Teak The other species of commercial importances are Sag, Haldu, Tinsa, Shisham, o BCol B _,P‘T‘:F_:;._,::‘_‘
Mitowa, Khairete. Timberand firewood are the major forest produce amd minor forest produce includes . + &P5 ) =
bambioo, grass, lac, gum, tendu leaves etc e - — | ¥ —
sihar (reddish vellow. derived from crystalline rocks) and Morand (liight depth, coarse textured) soils 2 ¥l R # 0 Garkira N :
constitute about 71% of the total cultivated area and are utihized mainly for nce cultivation. Kanhar soils > o T { y
(very deep, clay loam) are tound chiefly in the plains and bear double: crops, while Kali {black regur) is
rare in the district Inferior ice and minor millets grow on Khardi (gravelly and shallow, and Bardi {poor
lateritic] soils
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Bhandara is predominantly an agricultural district. Rice is the main crop and is cultivated nearly in ok e i : N
b#% al the gross crapped area The ather important crops are wheat, jowar, urad, gram, tur, linseed, D I s T R l c T . = - - Aquifers with secondary
sugar cane, vegetables and some fruits. About 30.79% of the gross cropped area is under irrigation intergranular porosity & fractures.
Among the vanous types of industries,  steel plant, sugar factory, paper mills, manganese refineries
and manuiacturing units of delence equipment, truck chesis, plywood, asbestos pipe are most important
Rice mills, hidi making, saw mills, handlooms etc. are other notable industries. Gendia |5 the most
prosperous and populous town of the district,
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With a pood agncultural background. Bhandara district with its valuable minerals and forest resources, Economics and Statistics, Mumbai ; Irrigation Department, Govt. of Maharashtra.

hasa good prospectiof future economic development
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