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KEY STATISTICS OF IDUKKI DISTRICT
{Census 1981)

Area 5018 sq km ; Population : 10,76,655.
Literacy ; 100%,; Density of population 214 per sq km

Main language spoken : Malayalam.

PRICE : FIFTEEN RUPEES.

Agricultural Land
Rural Settlements
Urban Settlements
|Forest -« -

Grass and Scrubland
Water Bodies

Source : Landuse Board
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IDUKKI' DISTRICT

The objective of this 'Map Series' is to provide users and planners with
topographic and thematic infarmation related to a district,

The name 'IDUKKI' derived from the Malayalam word ‘ldukku’ refers to a

narrow gorge betweean two granite hills where the 'ldukki Arch Dam' is built across
Peariy&r River,

The district, with it's headquarters at’Painavu’, was formed on 26th January
1972, carvln_? out Devikolam, Piimed and Udumbanchola Taluks of Kottayam
District and TodupulaiTaluk of Erngkulam District. The archaeological excava-
tions at Maraiyir, Bison Va"eY' Tondimalai and Vandiperiyar give evidences of a
well developed prehistoric civilization which once existed here. Historians believe
that present Kumili in Pirmed was the capital of Sangam age. During the 10th
century, high ranges was I,ﬁ‘:s‘an't of Vempolinad and later it was split into Vadak-
kumkir and Thekkumkir Rajas which were annexed with the princely state of
Travancore by Raja Marthanda Varma ity 1849 - 50.

The history of resent population is very racent.  Habitation grew here =

consequent to the 'Grow - more - food' campaign and the migrants who braved
the inclement weather, wild animals, epidemic and labour struggles became the
nucleus of the present population, .

Sprawling over an area of 5019 sq. kms., the district is divided into four taluks,
eight development blocks, fiftyone panchayats and sixtyfive villages. The region
has unique geographical characteristics and an undulating topography. Though
the major portion of the district lies in the mountainous tract of the Westetn Ghits,
rivers Periyar, Talayar, Todupulai, Idamala and Pamba etc., flow through the
valleys. The 2695 metre high 'Anaimudi’, the highest peak in southern peninsula,
the thick rainfed ‘sjylvan forests skirting the towering granite hills, the gorgeous
velvet valleys and hills of tea, coffee and cardamom plantations etc., give a
delightful panoramic view to the district. -

) The district has a population of 10,76,555 as per 1991 census, comprising of
Christians, Hindus, Muslims and the Tribals, Economy of the district is predomi-
nanﬂ% agriculture. ~ Cardamom Small (Queen of Spices) produced here
contributes the maximum share to the national production. The next major crop
is tea and the biggest tea plantations are Kannan Devan and Malayalam Planta-
tions. Cassava, rubber, rice, coffee, coconut and sugarcane are the other notable
crops. Animal husbandry and dairy farming have received a boost by the Indo
Eu\trilss Ero]lgé:t in collaboration with Kerala Livestock Development and Milk Mar-

eting Board,

The western region has a moderate climate while the eastern parts experience
a pleasant cold climate. Trees like rosewood, teak, deodar, sandalwood, white
cedar, eucalyptus efc., are found along the eastern region and all kinds of wild
animals except lions abound in the forests here. The grasslands of Pirmed, the
natural habitat of deer, wild goat and similar genre, are a haven for carnivores like
tigers and leopards. The Thar (Striped goat) of Maraiyiir and Rajamala is found
nowhere else in the world.

Thor(agh Idukki is the major power source for the state, the district is industrially
5??,.'5“{& due to lack of transportation facilities. No railway passes through the
strict.

Green and serene, with it's matchless scenic beauty, e district has tremen-

- dous tourist potential. Periyar Wild Life Sanctuary and the Lake at Tekkadi - the

‘domain of elephants, Idukki Arch Dam - the first of it's kind in India, Cherutoni Dam

- with it's beautiful glades and dales, Kulamavu - it's salubrious climate, Devikalam

-i's rare fauna and flora, Pallivasal Power Station, Indo Swiss Project at Mattupatti

?hnd c:';?ri fcailmous templas and churches etc., are some of the tc:uris‘t atiractions of
e di ; ‘
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Block boundaries are approximate.
There are Post Offices in almost all the settlemerits; some are omitted to avoid congestion.
There are schools upto higher secondary levelin almostall the settiements. '
Forest boundaries have been omitted at some places for want of retiable information.

The Kerala-Tamil Nadu state boundary has not been verified by the: Governments concerned.
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